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The Phantom is
just Phantastic
The new city has fallen in love with the Phantom
of the Opera. Here are a few of your views on the
theatrical delight...
It is difﬁcult say what part of the
production is the most impressive:
Those playing the roles so exquisitely,
the phenomenal detail that oozes
from every part of the stage set, or the
voices that pretty darn near shatter
that chandelier...Cameron Mackintosh’s
production of the classic piece of theatreland was
triumphant.
Sumptuous, moving and a total tonic.
Phantom of the Opera was phantastic!
Minnie & Joseph
From the moment the glittering
chandelier was unveiled just above
our heads, we knew we were in for a
spectacular evening of entertainment.
The narrative is dark, the scenery
impressive and Earl Carpenter and Katie
Hall embody the reclusive Phantom and
ballet-girl turned leading-lady.
Surrender to the music of the night – I certainly did.
Georgina Butler
As someone more accustomed to a
football pitch than a theatre, I went
along to Phantom knowing very little
about the plot, but left humming the
songs for the next couple of hours.
Being the ﬁrst time I’d ever watched
a version of the world famous story, I
have nothing to compare it to, but was still
impressed by the musical and visual experience that
just about made my £45 ticket value for money, even
if the chandelier did seem a bit underused.
The approval of the rest of the audience suggests I
watched a pretty decent show, and without knowing
too much about it, I guess I would agree.
And the other half enjoyed it.
Simon Downes
I’m not a fan of Opera as a norm, but
with this production it just doesn’t
matter.
Yes it does include some operatic
singing, but it all ﬁts and you just get
swept away in the whole atmosphere of
the production.
You get caught up in the moment and
really feel for all three main characters, you believe
them and the story as a whole.
I cannot recommend this production highly
enough, whether you’ve seen it before in the West
End or you’re a ﬁrst timer, you’re bound to fall in
love and want to see it again and again.
I know I certainly do.
Destination MK
We had been looking
forward to seeing
Phantom of the Opera
for some time, but after
booking the tickets had
heard a few negative reviews
about the Phantom Tour
saying the production was not as good
as the original.
This proved completely incorrect;
the production was fantastic along
with the cast and the orchestra
which at ﬁrst we thought was actually
a recording – it was total perfection.
But peering over the balcony the
orchestra were in full swing.
We enjoyed every moment .
Susan McDonald & Victoria Brown
> Performances of The Phantom of
the Opera continue at MK Theatre until
November 24.

OU Theatre Group suffers
Bardy great tragedy
MACBETH is one of
Shakespeare’s most
celebrated works.
The dark, powerful
tragedy is often put to the
stage, but the Scottish
set delivery – originally
penned more than 400
years ago – has had a
contemporary spruceup by the Open Theatre
Group, who begin their
own performances this
evening.
Instead of warty old
hags, your witches are now
hot, sexy young women
who seduce Macbeth into
making choices that lead
to tragedy.
When William wrote
Macbeth, he meant for

it to be performed in the
round, and the group have
retained this feature for
their delivery.
Caz Tricks and Sally Luff
have donned the directing
hats for the work.
“Not only is this a
massive project with a
cast of around 30, it has
original music by Mark Da
Costa, tango work from
Kele Baker, who is the
tango choreographer for
Strictly Come Dancing,
voice work with Michael
Corbidge who is a director
and voice coach with
RSC and an experienced
cast who really deliver an
amazing show,” Caz told
GO!

“Whether you love the
work of Shakespeare,
are studying his plays
at school, college or
university, and whether
you are scared of Shakey
or simply love theatre, this
is the production for you.”
Performances are taking
place at The Hub Theatre,
Walton Hall tonight,
and nightly through to
Saturday, at 7.30pm.
An additional matinee
performance will also run
on Saturday, from 2.30pm.
Tickets are priced at
£10 and £8 and you get
your mitts on them by
heading online to www.
theopentheatregroup.com
or call 07861 710280.

SAY NOTHING: Christina Chessa and Tim Dalgleish in rehearsals for
Macbeth

‘Puppetry, costumes and a profusion of jokes’
GET your weekend swinging a day early as
Olney resident Clem Curtis – frontman of
sixties British soul group The Foundations
– returns to The Stables tonight, writes
Georgina Butler.
The ‘Build Me Up Buttercup’ singer will
take to the stage at 8pm.
If you’re looking for something more
alternative, art-house duo Blackheart will
also wow tonight, with their dreamy blend of
acoustics and electronica, over on Stage 2.
The Telegraph cited comedian Sean
Hughes, pictured, as ‘one of the ﬁnest stand
ups of his generation’ and tomorrow the
familiar face will highlight the lighter side of
ageing in his latest poignant, heart-warming
and hilarious show.

Sean deals with the death of his father,
their relationship and other intricacies that
surround this taboo subject, using puppetry
and costumes and a profusion of jokes.
This is no ordinary stand up show,
but more like a narrative with a high
quality comedy edge.
For music tomorrow, check out
Heliopause.
The kooky band combine
ethereal vocals with electronic
backing tracks.
Guitar driven melodies produce
a spectacular soundscape.
Woburn Sands Band
promises everything
from jazz to big band
classics this weekend,
for their celebratory
50th concert.
True family
entertainment from
your local brass band
with performances at
7.30pm on Saturday
and 2pm and 6.30pm
on Sunday.
Monday sees

legendary jazz/rock band Focus return to
The Stables to promote their latest album.
The Dutch group have been playing since
the 70s, and yodeling frontman Thijs Van
Leer is as dynamic as ever.
Heath Quartet will play a
delightful mixture of classical
and contemporary pieces on
Tuesday evening demonstrating
why these talented
musicians won ﬁrst prize in the
Tromp International Competition.
Finally, one-of-a-kind singer
Horse will play The Stables
(nope, no pun intended)
on Wednesday.
Her memorable
live performances
overﬂow with spirit
and with a backcatalogue stuffed
with songs most
would give their
right arm for, her
show is a mustsee.
Call and book on
MK 280800.

Splurge gunning for Stagestruck
EVERYONE’S favourite slapstick gangster musical
comedy, Bugsy Malone, is bringing a taste of
1920s Chicago to Stantonbury Campus Theatre
this week.
Stagestruck Youth Theatre invites audiences to
Fat Sam’s Grand Slam – the hottest speakeasy in
town – which is in danger of being closed down by
Fat Sam’s ‘business rival’ Dandy Dan.
Among a cast of mobsters, enter baby-faced
Bugsy Malone, a killer with the ladies and a
deﬁnite asset to Fat Sam.
Unfortunately, Bugsy has also caught the eye of
Sam’s girlfriend Tallulah – though he’s got his eye
on showgirl Blousey Brown.
Originally written for children to perform, the

musical explores the roaring 20s, prohibition and
the depression, in a tongue-in-cheek tribute to the
gangster movies of the era.
Around 30 youngsters ranging in age from 11
to 15 years make up Stagestruck, the lively and
creative youth theatre group, and there will be
plenty of wisecracks and some great singing and
dancing when they take to the stage – complete
with sets designed and made by local artist
Graham Mills.
Prepare to be struck by the group’s talent when
they perform this Friday (7.30pm) and Saturday,
at 3pm.
Contact the box ofﬁce on MK 324422 to book
your seats.

