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Fired up all over the city

REMEMBER remember the 5th of
November... but don’t forget the Bletchley
Park Blitz night, which will be lighting up
the skies on Saturday.
The annual Blitznight will once again
feature rousing wartime music, a dazzling
ﬁreworks display and a traditional
funfair.
Visitors can keep warm with hot food
and drinks on the menu, or if you prefer, a
drink from the bar, while youngsters can
make the most of the fun and games.
New City Heating are once again
sponsoring the event, having increased
their sponsorship to put on the most
spectacular show to date.
Gates open at 5.30pm for the funfair
and BBQ and the ﬁreworks begin at
8pm.
Adults, £4, children, £2 (under 5’s free) –
all proceeds go towards the Bletchley Park
Charitable Trust.
THORNBOROUGH village hosts its
own annual Bonﬁre & Fireworks event
this Saturday evening, beginning, as is

traditional, with the Torchlit Procession
from The Two Brewers public house, at
6.30pm.
The parade will lead up Nash Road to the
outskirts of the village, before everyone
heads to the bonﬁre and ﬁrework show
– gates open at 7pm, the ﬁre will be lit at
7.15pm and will be followed 15 minutes
later by the display.
Guys – for the bonﬁre – are welcome, so
do bring your creative ‘works’ along for a
roasting!
Admission is £5 for adults, £3 for senior
citizens and children, and there is plenty
of parking to be had along the High Street
and village green.
If the forecast looks wet and gloomy, a
marquee will be tethered in the ﬁeld, and
selling yummy hot food and drink.
Mulled wine, anyone?

ON Sunday evening, Olney will sparkle with
its own ﬁreworks night, happening at the
recreation ground behind the football club,
off East Street.
Aside from the sky bright bit, attractions

Ever so good Evershed show
TECTON Gallery in Fenny Stratford is a
ﬁrm supporter of local talent, and so it’s
no surprise to ﬁnd them hosting work by
the fabulous Peter Evershed, just now.
The retrospective of his life’s work is a
wonderful ride through the decades.
In the 1950s and early ‘60s, Peter
was based in New York and regularly
drew and painted the musicians and
artists of the era in the drinking dens of
Greenwich Village – people like Dylan
Thomas, right, and Jackson Pollock.
We’ve told you about them before,
but if you’ve not previously managed to
make a show, you must make this one.
His pictures aren’t limited to famous
faces either – and the exhibition shows
his capabilities at tackling landscapes
and shows off an exciting new
radical approach.
Peter is also hosting a workshop
on Saturday, to teach his style.
He will use some of the time to
share wonderful anecdotes about
his life and art.
Book through the gallery at
www.tectongallery.com or call
07570741570.

SHOPPING for fragrance is a special thing, and at
Debenhams in Midsummer Place, staff at the Jean Paul
Gaultier counter want to make it all the more special for you
fragrant sorts.
Next Thursday, October 8, they are taking over the
personal shopper suite on the lower ground ﬂoor, for a
daylong celebration of the scent-sational.
It’s a great chance to wander the winter wonderland
of Christmas gift sets, – JPG, Issey Miyake, Kenzo,
Ellie Saab, Jimmy Choo, Bvlgari, Azzaro and more
besides.
Everyone paying a visit will be furnished with
a glass of wine on arrival, and if you make a
purchase, you’ll also take home a fabulous
goody bag, while stocks last.
The event runs between 11am and 5pm.

will include a fair, sweet stalls, and an
indoor and outdoor bar, which will be
offering Hopping Mad ales from Olney’s
own micro brewery.
You bring your coat, scarves and mittens
and Olney Brass will bring the music.
Tickets are £5 and £4 for single tickets,
£11 and £9 for family entry, available on
the gates or in advance from many local
retailers.
Gates at 5pm, ﬁreworks at 6.30pm.
WE’VE saved the biggest ‘til last, mind,
because thousands and thousands of you
make the annual pilgrimage into the heart
of the new city to watch the wowsome
display in Campbell Park, courtesy of Keith
Emmett and Sons.
Sunday’s fabulous freebie will be up and
running at 7.30pm, bathing MK in a light
fantastic.
Beware of road closures, and of a marked
increase in trafﬁc around the area, and
if you need to bring the motor, park it at
the shopping centre, before enjoying the
Emmett essential.

Harmonious deliveries across new city

ORIGINALLY devised to promote
cultural harmony through
performance, the One World Club
is also a guaranteed evening of
entertainment.
The multi-cultural element
means participating acts are
diverse too – take the next show,
on Monday, for example – street
dancer JMC, aptly-named 11-yearold singer Lydia Singer and Mary
Blake School of Irish Dance will
all get their turn on the stage.
New city Poet Laureate Mark
Niel will entertain with his prose
and comedy – and the wordy fella
will also compère.

Joseph Benneh will lead the All
Nations Community Choir.
Bollywood dance group,
Tollywood Rock Stars, will bring
Mumbai magic, while Natasha
Gilbert (blues singer supreme)
will be showcasing her vocals and
guitar-playing skills.
Doors open at the Cruck Barn,
Bradwell Abbey at 6.30pm for a
7.30pm start, free entry.
> OLNEY Jazz Club, at The
Carlton House Club, welcomes
American Sax star Greg Abate on
Tuesday, stopping off as part of
his European tour.
The jazz saxophonist, ﬂautist,

Bespoke, unusual...
what will you ﬁnd?
IF YOU want the best
handmade and vintage
paraphernalia and bespoke
gifts ahead of the Christmas
panic, this weekend’s MK
Handmade & Vintage
extravaganza is where
it’s at.
The regular
events, hosted in
Middleton Hall at
the centre:mk,
are now ﬁrmly
established.
The major
rummaging
potential kicks
off tomorrow and
continues until
Sunday, and this
is the last event of
type in 2012, so
don’t miss out.

Across the 120 stalls,
you’ll ﬁnd everything from
unique fashions and quirky
interior design to novel
gifts.
“It’s rare to have such a
number of talented makers
all in one place, especially
with no entry fee,” says
organiser Jacqui Lewis.
Fine artists, silversmiths,
potters, glassmakers, sign
writers, dressmakers, a
blacksmith, luxury bear
makers...there will be no
shortage of classy creatives
showing their wares, and
they are available to create
bespoke pieces too.
Opening hours: Friday
9.30am – 8pm, Saturday
9am – 7pm, Sunday 10.30am
– 5pm.

composer and arranger grew up
in – and still lives in – Rhodes
Island but his music keeps him
travelling all over the world.
He will be accompanied by Tad
Newton’s Jazz Friends, for an
evening of bebop brilliance.
Tickets are yours for £10, £8
for concessions.
> THE Song Loft is hosting
another Performer’s Night this
Friday evening, so let’s be having
you – it’s time to show us what
you’ve got!
Admission is £2 and things get
to cooking at Stony’s Cock Hotel
from 8.15pm.
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Don Quixote, as seen by Sancho and Hijinx
INSPIRED by one of the greatest works of
ﬁction ever published, Hijinx Theatre will
perform The Adventures of Sancho Panza
at The Chrysalis Theatre tonight and
tomorrow evening.
Hijinx Theatre is one of Wales’ leading
professional theatre companies and
passionately advocates the inclusion of
people with learning disabilities.
The collective will present a
boisterous, contemporary adaptation
of ‘Don Quixote’ through the eyes of his
companion Sancho Panza.
Sancho is a son grieving for his father
and lonely in his thoughts.
Until one day, as he recalls the stories
his dad used to tell him about Don
Quixote, and the comically idealistic
knight bursts into his world and takes him
on an adventure.
Using vibrant music, puppetry and
masks, the cast transports Sancho and
the audience from the heartache of real
life to the exuberance of Quixote’s world.
The talented cast of ﬁve performers,
including two actors with Downs

Syndrome, ﬁre up the limitless
imagination of Don Quixote and will make
you want to cry, laugh and get up and
dance.
Join the adventure and rediscover the
sheer joy of being alive, from 7.30pm.
Tickets are £9, concessions £7.
Call MK 235505 to book.

> Youngsters are invited on an
incredible journey through land, sea
and rocketing through the sky on
Friday as How to Catch a Star comes to
Stantonbury Theatre.
Based on the best-selling children’s
book by award-winning author Oliver
Jeffers, this bewitching retelling of the
story is a must-see for small people aged
three to seven years old.
Blunderbus director Bill Davies has
adapted the story (with music and lyrics
by Frank Goodhind), to bring to life the
tale of a star-gazing boy who sets out
to plan a way to catch his very own star.
“How To Catch a star is quite an epic
adventure and we travel with the boy
as he visits many different landscapes.
“We’ve tried to recreate this wonderful
book in a magical and enchanting
way, using live music, rod and shadow
puppets, incredible actors and, of
course, the trademark Blunderbus
songs.”
Tickets are £8 (children £5.50), running
time 50 mins, call MK 324422.

Ampliﬁed Soul from The Brotherhood
Cow’s
about
that,
then?
A NEW month at The Stables begins tonight
at 8pm with the utterly beautiful voice of Thea
Gilmore set to brighten up an otherwise gloomy
evening, writes Georgina Butler.
Bruce Springsteen buys her records, while
artists from Martha Wainwright to Mike Scott
seek to collaborate with her, small surprise it’s
already sold-out then.
Welsh guitarist, songwriter and vocalist Andy
Fairweather Low performs tomorrow, and tickets
are nearly all gone for his show too.
Over on Stage 2 The Floe will create their
distinctive sound – complete with multiinstrumental musicality, direct lyrics and two
incredible voices.
Inspired by the more far-ﬂung land of Africa,
multi-award winning, genre-bending guitaristcomposer Antonio Forcione will showcase his
compositions on Saturday evening.
The date supports the release of his ﬁrst
album in ﬁve years, Sketches of Africa.

Ralph McTell’s gig on Sunday is sold-out, but
comic Tim Key is still booking, and still spraying
poetry everywhere.
A entertaining evening suitable for over 16s
who aren’t easily offended...
The Royal Southern Brotherhood bring their
thrilling brand of white-hot blues-rock to The
Stables on Tuesday.
Mike Zito, Devon Allman and Cyril Neville are
the soul of the south – offering ampliﬁed soul for
the new generation – and have talent to burn.
Meanwhile, American trumpeter and
composer Andre Canniere will be jazzing it up
on Stage 2.
Fast establishing himself as a leading ﬁgure
on the UK jazz scene, his unique compositional
style shows his powerful but melodic approach
to improvising.
Round off your Wednesday evening with a true
tango original, as Argentine musician Melingo
offers a peep into his wry Bohemian universe.
Creating a boozy, theatrical environment –
where Tolstoy, Kafka and Piaf might ﬁnd
solace – Daniel Melingo’s deep grouchy
voice and vividly sparse music conjure
up a certain romanticism, stumbling
through a rock-inspired beat.
Call MK 280800.

The Royal
Southern
Brotherhood
FRESH young theatre company Creative
Cow brings an unmissable production full of
unrivalled wit to Stantonbury Theatre for one
night only on Saturday.
Irish playwright Richard Brinsley
Sheridan’s classic play The Rivals will be
brought to life by the accomplished company
– called Creative Cow because it was
conceived in 2007 on a cattle farm in Devon,
where productions are still managed and
rehearsed before touring.
So, rest assured that the ensemble cast
will be ready for anything after rehearsing in
a huge cow shed and shouting over torrential
rain during long winter run throughs...
Set in the 1700s, The Rivals is a fast-paced
and funny play, chronicling a day in the life
of a circle of socialites swooping in on the
fashionable city of Bath.
They aim to take to the waters, ﬁnd
romance and have a jolly good gossip, but
confusion, duels, madness and mayhem

promptly ensue.
This hilarious period masterpiece features
a cast of unforgettable characters – Mrs
Malaprop delivers twisted phrases, Lydia
Languish is too busy falling in love with
Captain Absolute to notice the hordes of
ample suitors foisted on her, left, right
and centre, while Sir Anthony Absolute
is the Captain’s ridiculously explosive
father.
The young lovers suffer from proposed
arranged marriages, while the old are
hindered by misdirected love letters – will
anything go as planned?
“We’ve worked hard and had huge fun
making sure we get the very best from it for
our audiences.
“In other words, we’re presenting a great
night out and we’re very much looking
forward to coming to Milton Keynes,” say
organisers.
Call to book on MK 324422.

