Thursday, September 20th, 2012

Your seven-day TV and leisure guide to Milton Keynes and beyond...
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Visit our website at www.miltonkeynes.co.uk for lots more leisure news and views
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what’s on this week

‘I used to headbang at the lounge window!’
SOMERSET based ethereal rock purveyors
The Pineapple Thief are back in play with the
follow up to 2010’s Someone is Missing opus.
All the Wars isn’t just picking up where the
band left off last time round though.
This new-to-the-racks disc is pushing their
envelope further than ever before – the band
even employed a 22-piece string section and
choir for contribution.
They won’t join the band at tomorrow’s gig
at The Craufurd Arms in Wolverton, but you
most certainly should.
This is a group with a history, sure, but
one that sounds essential and fresh, which is
why we were only too pleased to probe singer
Bruce in this week’s Cue and Play.
And guess what? He thinks U2 belong in
the bargain bin too…a kindred spirit!
Tell us about the ﬁrst record you bought or
downloaded
The ﬁrst record? Blimey, I must have been
about 8 years old. It was ‘12 Gold Bars’ by Status
Quo, a compilation. I thought it was the baddest
and heaviest record anyone had made, ever.
When my folks went out, I used to blast it out and
headbang at the lounge window, much to the
amusement of my neighbours.
An album you can’t live without – and why
‘Sea Change’ by Beck. It’s so depressing, right
up my street.
It’s also one of the ﬁnest sounding records
ever made, with amazing string arrangements
(by Beck’s dad)
Most embarrassing record in your
collection
There are too many to choose.
Probably ‘The Family Album’ by Rick
Wakeman. Each track is about a member of his
family, including his dog. It even has family snaps

in the gatefold. Rick must have been skint at the
time, every single track is absolutely awful.
Your favourite cheesy disc (it will be our
secret...)
‘War of the Worlds’. When no one is looking,
I have mastered the art of doing air guitar, air
drums, air bass, air orchestra conducting and air
Richard Burton.
An album you wish you’d bought, but
didn’t
Superunknown by Soundgarden. I wish I was
into them when grunge was all the rage, I only
appreciated them properly when I grew up and
now (shockingly for an artist) I just use Spotify...
What about your favourite artist of all
time? What is the attraction?
I’d have to be boring and say Pink Floyd.
Such a story, from the tragic journey of Syd, the
triumph of Dark Side of the Moon, the egos, the
self destruction, the annoyingly long guitar solos.
And it all happened so long ago so it’s already
the stuff of legend.

And one that chills you out...
The Great Gig in the Sky (Pink Floyd)
What was the ﬁrst gig you attended
The ﬁrst ‘proper’ gig I attended was a band
called Camel, at the Forum in London.
Tell us about your favourite record shop or
online store, and what the appeal is
When we were kids, we used to love going to
the mega HMV store on Oxford Street. It was so
massive, it had everything. And loads of imports.
When I was in my ﬁrst band that released a CD, it
even stocked it with it’s own divider.
I remember taking a photo!

You can banish one artist to the bargain
bin. Who do you choose?
Just one? Can I be naughty and say U2?

If we could grant you a wish to meet one
musician or band, who would it be and why?
What question would you ask them?
Biffy Clyro. They just write brilliant,
commercial rock, and rock them hard, in my
opinion. They played my town (Yeovil) years
ago before they broke through and I’d like to
ask them how the hell they did it, especially
playing their guitars slung so high (they pull
it off)...
Name a song that never fails to pick
you up
‘Killing in the Name’ (Rage Against the
Machine)

Terry Frost.
As part of The London Group’s
Centenary, over 100 artists – past
and present members – have
donated works which will be
uniquely auctioned off in The 100
Draw at 6pm on October 4 at The
Cello Factory, 33-34 Cornwall Road,
London.
Just 100 tickets will be sold for
£100 each – ensuring each ticket
holder is guaranteed a piece of art,
with the ﬁrst corresponding ticket
out of the hat giving the ticket
holder the pick of the artistic
crop.
The art will be on display for
public viewing from October 2 until
October 4.
Visit www.thelondongroup.com
to ﬁnd out more.

banging tunes, aided by support
troupe Summit.
Tickets are £12.50.
MK Gallery exhibitor Mimi Tobot
will be looking Beyond The Pane this
week as she presents photographs
and etchings exploring how we see
and what lies beyond window panes.
The University of Northampton
second year student will let you
peruse her work today, and through

Jason still Byrne’s brightly
STORYTELLING is an ancient
foundation of folk music – and The
Simon Hopper Band will prove that this
foundation remains good and strong at
The Song Loft tomorrow night.
With poignant lyrics, tight harmonies
and beautiful musicianship, the band
will always reach out and leave a lasting
impression with audiences.
Simon’s songs pour out of an
informed social conscience and a
chequered storybook of personal
experience.
Let his special blend of folk music
and provocative lyrics wash over you
from 8.15pm at The Cock Hotel in
Stony Stratford.
Tickets are £7.

Meet the man who can do anything a spider can
WHY limit yourselves to only one
night of greatness at Wolverton’s
Craufurd Arms this week?
Saturday will be fun too, if
decidedly more rough around the
edges – with rock n roll dynamite
from Nashville Pussy.
The Atlanta bruisers come to
Wolverton fresh from a string of
West Coast dates with the bearded
brilliance of blues-boogies ZZ Top.
It’ll be a taut trip of beer and

Is there a new or undiscovered artist that
you think we need to hear? Spill the beans.
Godsticks, a welsh band who sound like a
warped mash up of Frank Zappa and Rufus
Wainwright. They’ve got a new album coming
out this year.
I’ve heard the mixes and they are great.

You can step into the shoes of your
musical idol for 24 hours. Who do you
choose and what would you do?
Mick Jagger. I’d love to know what it would be
like to spend the day as an international mega
star, recognised by everyone, the
world
my oyster. I’d probably
start
by walking

Garry’s ‘challenging’ show
STANI Gallery artist Garry Flinders
is participating in an exhibition
to raise money for one of the
oldest artist-led independent art
organisations.
The London Group was set up in
1913 to challenge the domination of
the Royal Academy.
It holds open submission
exhibitions to encourage and
support artists struggling to get
their work shown.
Garry has lived in Milton Keynes
for more than 25 years and has
been invited to participate following
his success in the 2011 London
Group open exhibition.
Some of the most celebrated
British artists of the twentieth
century were supported by the
group, including David Hockney,
Paul Nash, Barbara Hepworth and

down Yeovil High Street and seeing how many
instant girlfriends I attract and how much free
stuff I could get...

to Wednesday.
SPIDERMAN will be hanging
around ASDA in Bletchley on
Saturday, as the store celebrates
the ofﬁcial launch of its Disney at
ASDA range.
Youngsters can have their picture
taken with the superhero – who
has travelled all the way from Walt
Disney, USA – between 10am and
4pm.

After the resounding success of
his Cirque Du Byrne Tour, Jason
Byrne brings a brand new show
back to the stage this autumn
– including our very own new city
theatre on Sunday.
People’s Puppeteer will have new
stories, new props and more of
Jason’s trademark high octane
lunacy as he cultivates the
farcical antics of his audience.
Jason is renowned all
over the world for his
onstage exuberance,
rib-tickling stunts and
comedy spectacle so you
are guaranteed an utterly
unique and absolutely
unforgettable experience.
He comments: “It was my
ﬁrst British solo tour ever

last year.
“I was really worried that no-one
would turn up, but you did turn up
Britain, turned up in your own weird,
wonderful, sometimes normal way.
“I love gigging here and I can’t wait
for this next tour, as I’m sure there’s
plenty of madness in store for me, and
you lot too.”
Call the Milton Keynes Theatre Box
Ofﬁce on 0844 871 7652 or visit www.
atgtickets.com/
miltonkeynes.
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Compiled by Sammy Jones – email sammy.jones@jpress.co.uk or
follow her on Twitter @sammyjonespress

“Without Jim there would
have been no Jimi...”
SHOULDN’T THIS
FELLA BE RUNNING
A PUB? Al Murray will
compere Saturday’s
big bash...

“The sound and image of these
amps is pure rock n roll...”
“WHEN I think of rock guitar,
there is one sound that is
dominant over everything
else, and that is the
sound
of Marshall
ampliﬁcation.
From legends
such as Hendrix,
Clapton, Kossoff,
Blackmore, Page,
Townshend and
Beck, through to
the new brigade
of today’s Rock ‘ n
Rollers...its gotta be
Marshall...the sound and
image of these amps is pure
rock and roll.
I am honoured to be taking
part in an event that not
only acknowledges 50 years
of Marshall, the amps that
shaped rock music, but
also to be able to honour
and pay homage to Jim

Glenn Hughes: “I
am honoured to
be taking part...”

Marshall, the man and
visionary, without whom the
landscape of music today
would be a very different –
and no doubt barren – place.
God bless
Marshall, and God
bless Jim.”

IT’S time for the big one: The
cream of the guitarist crop, the
aces in the pack, the stadium
commanders, those who know
how to put the solo into ‘guitar’,
coming together for one big night
of the hard, the heavy and lots of
guitar-noodling, writes Sammy
Jones.
There have been a few iconic
guitar wielders over the decades,
but though they have come and
gone, Marshall Ampliﬁcation has
been a constant for the past half
century.
From Jimi Hendrix to Pete
Townshend and Slash, they’ve
all plugged in and sounded out
through a JM amp.
On Saturday night, artists
and fans alike will descend on
Wembley Arena to celebrate the
brand, toast the anniversary and
remember the man who made
music loud, Jim Marshall.
When Jim passed away in
April, the world of music got sad,
reminisced and then celebrated
one of the most determined,
astute businessmen of his time.
Jim overcame difﬁculties

Tuning up, sounding
out…
SATURDAY’S amped up affair boasts
a line-up of rock cool that you’ll never
see together on the same stage again
– a veritable feast of players are ﬂying
in to London to raise the volume in the
name of Marshall.
“The concert will be the crescendo
of this year’s 50th anniversary,” a
company insider
promised.
“It’ll be the only
place to see so
many rock icons
under one roof,

in his younger life, and was
determined to make something
of himself.
As it turned out, he made the
whole world listen, literally.
On Saturday, Wembley Arena
will listen again, at 50 Years of
Loud, Live!
The rather big room might be
full of guitarists, but once again,
it’ll be a drummer keeping things
in check – Iron Maiden’s Nicko
McBrain is onboard in a hosting
capacity.
Bet he picks the sticks up
too…
Funnyman Al Murray likes
hitting the hard things as well,
and does just that with his own
rock mob, T-34.
He also owns drum
customizing company Pimp Co
(bet you didn’t know that!), and is
stoked to be on board for the big
bash: “Imagine a world without
rock music. Imagine a world
without wailing guitars, clanging
cymbals, wobbling bass.
“That’s what I’m doing to
prepare for the Marshall 50 Years
of Loud gig,” he told City Nights.

all celebrating the life and work of Jim
and the brand.
“It’s a must for any guitarist,
Marshall fan or rock music enthusiast
and will be happening for one night
only!”
Here’s your line-up so far...
Doug Aldrich & Brian Titchy
(Whitesnake)
Billy Duffy (The Cult)
Paul Gilbert (Mr Big)
Glenn Hughes (Trapeze, Deep
Purple, Black Country Communion)
Yngwie Malmsteen
Tim ‘Ripper’ Owens (Judas Priest)
Joe Satriani
Corey Taylor (Slipknot)

“Because that’s what the
world would be without Jim
Marshall’s incomparable
intervention in human history –
the Marshall amp.
“And I’m sure you would
agree: it doesn’t bear thinking
about.
“Without Jim there’d have
been no Jimi, without Marshall,
no Motorhead.”
And Al wants you to celebrate
with the big guns.
“…Join us, as we give thanks
for Mr Marshall and his mighty
world changing soldering iron!”
So, fancy a raucous night
outside of the new city?
Wembley is calling.
Tickets are on sale at £35.
Buy online at www.
livenation.co.uk
> Gig-goers who fancy showing
up early can visit the Marshall
Collection – a vast array of amps,
vintage products, guitars and
personal memorabilia by those
artists who are proud to be part
of the Marshall family.

Zakk Wylde (Black Label Society)
Mike Portnoy (Dream Theatre)
Andy Fraser (Free)
Kerry King (Slayer)

PAYING TRIBUTE,
CELEBRATING THE
MARSHALL NAME: (left
to right) Slayer guitarist
Kerry King, Slipknot’s
Corey Taylor, and
Yngwie Malmsteen
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The Stables speaks a universal language
A FEW tickets remain for legendary
drummer Ginger Baker’s show at
The Stables tomorrow night, writes
Georgina Butler.
The former Cream drummer
presents his Jazz Confusion from
8pm.
But before that. take a musical
journey back in time to the glory
days of Motown with Richard
Street, one-time lead singer of The
Temptations.
He’ll perform this evening,
delighting the audience with the
music of the ‘Tempts’ in its original
ﬁve man group format.
Born and raised in Motor City,
Detroit, Richard began his musical
career at the tender age of 12,
playing piano and singing, with
his mother’s encouragement and
support.
Songs like Heavenly, Fireﬂy,
Hey Girl, Masterpiece, Every Time
I Close My Eyes, Standing On The
Top and Papa Was A Rolling Stone
enchanted fans the ﬁrst time
around, and now here’s the chance
to get excited all over again!
Also tonight, Stage 2 presents
Anna Coogan & Daniele Fiaschi
(right) from 8.45pm.
Driving banjos, soaring guitars
and swelling strings fuse Anna’s
indie-pop sensibilities with
Americana roots, alongside her
long-time collaborator Daniele.

It is often said music is a
universal language that transcends
cultures, borders and boundaries
and for these two artists nothing
could be more true.
Anna is a New Englander, from
the East Coast of the USA – a
former opera singer and biologist
turned touring songwriter.
Daniele is a Roman – whose
Etruscan roots go as far back as
anyone can remember, and he was
raised on classic rock.
Nonetheless the duo appear
to be a match made in heaven,
although they have to work to
avoid frustrating communication
problems.
Coogan explains: “We really
have to work by feel, nuance, and
mood, because words aren’t going
to cut it.”
With a barrage of new jokes,
stories, observations and
anecdotes, comic Mark Watson
takes to the stage on Saturday.
Mark was recently a victim of
identity theft, losing all his money
to an online scammer called,
funnily enough, Mark Watson.
Luckily then, this show is almost
sold-out, so the witty one will be
able to replace some of his lost
funds.
After all that modern nonsense,
take a step back in time, through
the doors of Harlem’s hottest

And it’s goodnight
from him...
IT does what it says on the tin!
As their collective name
suggests, the members of Milton
Keynes Theatre of Comedy (MKTOC)
love the funny stuff and would be
happy to spend their rest of their
lives making people laugh.
For their latest production – at
The Chrysalis Theatre, Camphill,
they will entertain with a collection
of some of the best comedy
sketches and songs ever written.
Since being formed in 2003,
MKTOC has specialised in producing
stage adaptations of well-known
and popular TV comedies and this
weekend audience members are
in for a real treat – The Complete
History of Comedy.
The collective will pay homage to
Monty Python, Beyond The Fringe,
The Two Ronnies, Smith and Jones,

Not the 9 O’clock News, Rowan
Atkinson, Comic Relief, Victoria
Wood, Mitchell and Webb and many
more.
And they’ll be doing their best
to raise a packet for Amnesty
International and Project Why
(a New Delhi based non-proﬁt
organisation engaged in the
education support and life skill
enhancement of slum children and
their families) as they go.
The show includes adult themes
and strong language so comes with
a Certiﬁcate 15 – you have been
warned!
Performances are on Friday and
Saturday, from 7.30pm.
Tickets are on sale at £12 and
£10.
Call 01234 241357 to book your
seats.

nightclub on Sunday when The
Stables plays host to Swinging At
The Cotton Club.
The action-packed show will
celebrate the music, dance and
songs of New York’s famous
nightclub of the 20s and 30s where
Louis Armstrong would have had
the club swinging, and dancers
like Bojangles Robinson and the
Nicholas Brothers lit up the stage.
Dance routines will be recreated
by the fabulous Jiving Lindy
Hoppers – the world’s premier jazz
company – and Harry Strutters
Hot Rhythm Orchestra will play.
The exceptionally talented
Carleen Anderson returns to the
Wavendon venue on Tuesday.
Some of you will recall a
particularly powerful performance
at the venue in 2006 with Sir John
Dankworth.
A ﬁrm favourite of the late Amy
Winehouse, Carleen’s gripping
vocal performance will engage in
this Soul Trio format which features
Carleen on piano, Courtney Pine’s
bassist Darren Taylor and drummer
Robert Fordjour, presenting soul
and gospel-infused renditions of
classics.
Robin Trower’s date, which
was booked for Wednesday, is
cancelled, so that’s your lot for this
week.
Call MK 280800 for bookings.

THE world’s longest
running show is off on a
whistle-stop tour this year
to celebrate 60 years in
London’s West End ... and
Milton Keynes Theatre
welcomes the brand new
cast this week.
Agatha Christie’s ‘The
Mousetrap’ is a classic
murder mystery play – with
a brilliant twist ending,
that has been entertaining
audiences since its
premiere way back in 1952.
The scene is set for a
nerve-wracking mystery
when a group of people

gathered in a country
house are cut off by a
snowstorm.
To their horror, they
discover a murderer in their
midst, and so begins an
exploration of each of the
possible suspects before
the shocking ending is
revealed.
The cast will include
Steven France, Thomas
Howes, Karl Howman
(of Brush Strokes fame),
Bruno Langley, Graham
Seed (remember him from
the Yes, Prime Minister UK
Tour – he was absolutely

brilliant!), Claire Wilkie and
Jemma Walker.
Jan Waters will reprise
her West End role.
In her own inimitable
style, Dame Agatha Christie
created an atmosphere of
shuddering suspense and
a brilliantly intricate plot
where murder lurks around
every corner.
Will you be able to work
out ‘whodunnit?’
Performances begin on
Monday, and tickets start
at £10, call 0844 871 7652.
Pic shows the London cast of the
Christie classic

Keep your trap shut!
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