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feeling festive as christmas begins at thecentre:mk

“I can help

you at a difficult
time”
Katharine Barkas

Wills, Trust and Probate solicitor
I can take the load off your shoulders
when you lose a loved one.
I am experienced in administering estates
and can help you as little or as much as
you need. In some circumstances a
Grant of Probate is needed, but
sometimes it can be dealt with
less formally.
If you want to talk through
your options and the best way
to proceed, please give me a
call for an informal chat.

magical: the christmas display
at thecentre:mk with the citizen’s
tree of Dreams, above

Business Law

Debt Collection

Landlord & Tenant

Collaborative Family Law

Disputes

Notaries Public

Commercial Property

Divorce & Family Law

Residential Property

Co. and Commercial Law

Employment Law

Wills, Estates, Trusts & Taxation

Call me on :-

01908 304560
Your complete legal Solution.

katharine.barkas@nevesllp.co.uk

Kingsbridge House, 702 South Seventh Street, MK9 2PZ

MILTON KEYNES | NORTHAMPTON | LUTON | HARPENDEN

www.nevesllp.co.uk

by Georgina Butler
01908 651295 editorial@jpress.co.uk
THE team at thecentre:mk have
been cooking up the perfect
Christmas for visitors to enjoy this
festive season and last week marked
the ofﬁcial opening of ‘The Land of
Enchanted Dreams’.
Back in the summer the Citizen
revealed how preparations for the
award winning display in Middleton
Hall are ongoing and that as soon
as the decorations come down in
January, plans begin for the next
year.
In fact, the team at thecentre:mk
had just one week to forget about
Christmas 2011 before they
began working on the concept for
Christmas 2012.
The ofﬁcial opening of this year’s
festive display was held on Friday
with a parade led by Santa Claus on
his sleigh.
The jolly fellow in the red suit
was accompanied by real reindeer
as he made his way from outside
Marks & Spencer down to the main
attraction in Middleton Hall.
This year’s concept is ‘dream,
wish, believe’ and the mammoth
space has been transformed into
a whimsical, fantasy wonderland,
centred on capturing the
imagination of visitors young and
old.
The inspirational narrative
focuses on fairies and pixies that
are tasked with collecting and
harvesting children’s dreams – if the
little ones believe hard enough, their
dreams will metamorphose into
beautiful butterﬂies.
But the journey is disturbed as
cheeky goblins try their best to steal
the dreams and spoil the fun.
The magical display at the
centre:mk is always popular – last
year it attracted more than 1.8
million visitors.
A huge list of ingredients were
used to create this year’s Land
of Enchanted Dreams, including
34,700 bulbs with 900 metres of
LED rope-light and 618 metres of
crystal.
Approximately 145kg of scatter
snow has been used to delicately
cover the Christmas scene (and
probably some visitors too), while
a 1,800 square metre carpet with
800-metres of carpet tape is laid
out ready for millions of excited feet.
Melanie Beck, head of marketing
and communications, said:
“Christmas at thecentre:mk is a
creative concoction involving some
very special ingredients.

When you wish
upon the Citizen
Tree of Dreams!

festive: huge crowds
turned out to welcome
santa and right, youngsters
try out one of the many
seasonal attractions
“This year we’ve pulled together
a long list, added a splash of magic,
a lot of hard work and a sprinkle
of pixie dust, and The Land of
Enchanted Dreams was created.”
Bookings can now be made to
ride the train through The Land of
Enchanted Dreams and to see
Santa in his grotto in Fairytale
Castle.
The train seats both adults
and children, while the traditional
Carousel is also back in full swing for
some nostalgic fun for everyone.
A charmed tree of dreams –
sponsored by the Milton Keynes
Citizen – and a beautiful wishing
pool (contents will be donated to
Age UK Milton Keynes) will delight
anyone who makes a Christmas
wish.
Shopping for gift ideas and
stocking ﬁllers is catered for by
the Pixie Crescent cabins and

interactive touch-screen games
will entertain cynical, tech-savvy
teenagers.
Advent is almost upon us so take
a break from your own Christmas
preparations to visit the display.
The hardworking behind-thescenes team at thecentre:mk have
been channelling their inner elves
for most of the year to create a
winter wonderland worthy of a visit.
Melanie Beck added: “We will
make the journey to Christmas
more captivating and breathtaking
than ever.”
Forget the clutter and stress –
head to Middleton Hall to make all
your Christmas wishes come true.
> Tickets for the train and a visit
to Santa’s grotto – which is bigger
and better than ever before – are
available to purchase online at
thecentremk.com or you can phone
08713 308 077.
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Cars,suits,Martini – it must be Bond,James Bond

Give your home the
designer look with the
Custom Glaze range
Innovative Conservatories

GADGET manufacturers Bang &
Olufsen served up a James Bond
themed event at the new Aston
Martin showroom in Newport
Pagnell.
The audio and video company
invited 120 guests to look at

some of the new products
arriving at the Willen store, enjoy
a shaken Martini or glass of
champagne and check out the
latest cars from Aston Martin,
including the DB5 car which
features in the new Bond movie

Skyfall. The event also welcomed
a Daniel Craig look-alike, who
plays James Bond in the ﬁlm,
with staff decked out in suave
and sophisticated black-tie
evening dress to complement the
Bond theme.

Police Commissioner Anthony Stansfeld speaks to the Citizen

Enjoy extra living
space whatever the
season with a Custom
Glaze conservatory,
including the new,
innovative Loggia
conservatory. Visit our
showroom and see
the range. Use our
computer imagery
allowing you to see
how your choice of
conservatory will look
against your home
before you buy.

From Borneo to
Thames Valley

I’M pretty certain none of
the other Police and Crime
Commissioners elected have
led army patrols through
Borneo
or
commanded
helicopter squadrons during
the Falklands War, writes
Craig Lewis.
But Thames Valley Police’s
new PCC Anthony Stansfeld
has done those things and
more in a career which saw
him rise to the top in both the
military and industry.
Born in Newbury, Tory Mr
Stansfeld joined the Royal
Green Jackets aged 17 and
saw active service in Borneo
and Northern Ireland. He
later learned to ﬂy helicopters,
including in the Falklands.

NEWS IN BRIEF
IT director hits the
heights for charity
A COMPUTER expert climbed
19,340 square feet through ﬁve
different eco-zones to raise
£10,000 for a children’s charity.
Jeff Stanford, IT director at
nationwide childcare group Asquith
Day Nurseries, braved altitude
sickness and temperatures ranging
from 80 degrees Fahrenheit to well
below freezing last month to climb
Mount Kilimanjaro, Africa’s highest
mountain.
He was raising cash for Milton
Keynes-based Ride High charity,
which helps children from deprived
backgrounds.

He left the military to
become managing director
of aircraft company, Pilatus
Britten Norman.
Mr Stansfeld, who was a
member of the Thames Valley
Police Authority, said as PCC
he would have more power to
inﬂuence the Government.
He also addressed concerns
about the low turnout. In MK
and Thames Valley, 13.3 per
cent of the population voted.
He said: “I think there will
be a much higher turnout
next time. I think people will
understand that this is about
democratising the police.”
Asked about his £85,000 pay
packet, he said he thought it
was ‘reasonably fair’.

When the sun shines
let the outdoors
come indoors with
our spectacular
Aluminium and uPVC
folding sliding doors.
Give your home a
look that is practical
and stylish. See both
uPVC and Aluminium
doors in action at
our showroom.

“It is half as much as the
Chief Constable is getting and
more than 20 people in the
force earn more,” Mr Stansfeld
said.
> For a full interview with
Mr Stansfeld visit our website
at www.miltonkeynes.co.uk
or scan the QR code below
with a smart phone

Windows • Doors • Conservatories • Garage Doors • Est 1981

Unit 8, Denbigh Hall Industrial Estate, Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK3 7QT

Call us on 01908 650140 or visit www.customglaze.co.uk
Showroom Open: Monday - Friday 9am - 6pm, Saturday 9.30am - 5pm, Sunday 10am - 4pm

Registered Company

Ken Bruce saves the day for
charity ball at stadium:mk

AN unexpected trip to Burma has
meant a quick change of celebrity
guest at the Winter Wonderland Ball
at the stadium:mk tomorrow.
The BBC’s travel plan meant
Jeremy Vine was forced to drop out
of the event in aid of Ride High, the
charity for which he is patron.
But before spirits could be
dampened, Jeremy’s friend and
BBC radio 2 colleague Ken Bruce
stepped into the breach.
Organiser Rachel Medill said: “We
will obviously be sad not to have
Jeremy with us but we are thrilled to
be able to welcome the wonderful
Ken Bruce in his place.

Folding sliding doors

“He is admired as an outstanding
broadcaster and with 7.7 million
listeners is one of the most popular
and well known voices in the UK.
“We are very proud that he has
agreed to attend on the most
important day of the year for us
and help us reach our target of
£30,000.”
Ride High, which helps the city’s
most disadvantaged children, is
adding the ﬁnal touches to the
lavish ball, including an auction of a
diamond worth £10,000.
Mr Vine said: “I’m so sorry that I
won’t be at the ball as it is a cause
very close to my heart.”

MARK LANCASTER ON PRISONERS’ VOTES – TURN TO PAGE 20

Windows
manufactured to
BS 7413 & BS 7412
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General & Cosmetic Medicine

Visit us for:
General Medical:
Private GP appointments
Mole, lump & "bump" removal
Acne & Rosacea treatment
Insurance Medicals
Driver Medicals (PCV, LGV & Taxi)

Get ready for a
new term and
the new year...

PARENTS, teachers and students
can snap up a unique calendar
featuring photographs of the new
city – and raise cash for their school.
Gift company MK Cows will
donate up to £2 to your child’s
school per calendar sold (£2 will
be donated for sales of more than
50 calendars per school, £1 will be
donated per calendar for sales of
under £50).
To place orders before the end of
November for delivery by the end of
the school term, visit http://www.
miltonkeynescalendar.co.uk/

www.beaufortclinic.co.uk
Willen Village Centre, Milton Keynes
(free car parking)

Call: 0845 003 7364

e: admin@beaufortclinic.co.uk

Dr Philip Dobson
Medical Director

w: www.beaufortclinic.co.uk

MORE

news, sport, small
ads, features, homes
for sale, jobs, cars,
community info each
and every week

OPEN UNTIL 10PM
MONDAY - FRIDAY

AND

SATURDAYS 7AM - 12PM

Parents enjoy a
breakfast with
their little Bees
BREAKFAST at a Busy Bees nursery
was livened up when parents were
invited to enjoy the meal with their
tots at the nursery last week.
Staff at the Busy Bees nursery,
located at Milton Keynes Hospital,
recognise the importance of healthy
eating.
The open breakfast encouraged
youngsters to serve their mums and
dads a well-balanced meal.

Cosmetic Medicine:
Wrinkle-relaxing injections
Dermal fillers
Facial pigmentation control
Facial revolumisation
CO2 Laser Facial Resurfacing
"Madonna" Eye Bag Lift
Vein treatments (laser & injection)

Care Quality Commission Registered

FIREWORK celebrations reached
spectacular heights this year for
pupils at Sherington CE School.
Pyrotechnic engineer Neil
Canham treated youngsters to a

Pantomime roles for pupils

YOUNGSTERS from Myra Tifﬁn
Performing Arts School are looking
forward to having a ball when they
perform in this year’s Christmas
pantomime, Cinderella.
The children will take to the stage
with ﬂamboyant TV personality
Louie Spence, presenter Anna
Williamson and comedy star Kev
Orkian in December, playing the
juvenile chorus roles.
Most of the young performers –
who are aged between six and 15

spell-binding display of ﬁreworks on
the school ﬁeld.
Workshops were held around
the village to learn about lantern
making.

Antenatal Scanning
in Milton Keynes

ALL MAKES & MODELS
WELCOME

Early Scan

NT Scan

4D Scan

Gender Scan

Full range of scans available from
7 weeks to term
For more information:

Call 01908 260963
Book online at www.babybond.com

Gawcott Road
Buckingham MK18 1DR

01280 814741
www.ringroadgarage.co.uk

IT’S PANTO TIME: Students at Myra Tifﬁn Performing Arts School

Babybond Milton Keynes

– belong to the school agency, Tifﬁn
Management.
Parts for the children were
auditioned within the dance school.
They have been split into two
teams, a Red Team and a Blue Team,
with eight girls and two boys per
team.
Rehearsals for the singing and
dancing youngsters will take place at
the Stony Stratford performing arts
school before the youngest stars join
the cast at MK Theatre.

Lighting up the dark sky with Sherington students

FIRST FOR GREAT SERVICE

• Servicing •
• Body Repairs • MOTs •
• Commercials •
• Horseboxes •
• Free local Collection
and Delivery

www.miltonkeynes.co.uk

The Old Coach House, Stony Stratford,
Milton Keynes, MK11 1BW

Everyone enjoyed hot soup, bread
and tea to keep warm.
Staff at the school want to thank
all the volunteers who helped to
organise such a successful event.

