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What’s On

Goodies, oddities ‘n’
rare finds galore
thecentre:mk
by sammy jones

sammy.jones@jpress.co.uk
@sammyjonespress

The MK Handmade & Vintage Fair returns this weekend, filling Middleton Hall in
thecentre:mk with a mass of
wonderful stalls offering all
manner of goodies.
Among the traders this time
around, a local independent
enthusiast who refurbishes
and sells jukeboxes, and another who sells refurbished
record players and music
memorabilia.
Or how about a creative who
transforms antique silver
cutlery into contemporary
jewellery, or a stall offering
kitchenalia?
From hand-crafted and vintage textiles, furniture and
unusual gifts to handmade
dresses and chunky furniture
from recycled wood, this is the
only place you’ll find them all
under the same roof, and at
competitive prices.
“Our very carefully selected
mix of stalls offer everything
from furniture to fashions,
from jewellery to jukeboxes;

A LIttLe BIt OF WhAt YOU FAncY: This weekend’s Handmade & Vintage
Fair will have plenty of surprises

the gorgeous, the cool and the
quirky,” event director Jacqui
Lewis explained.
“All our talented exhibitors
are passionate about what
they do and everything is a

one-off. It’s a great day out
for all ages and tastes and I’m
thrilled that the market’s reputation attracts visitors to MK
from far and wide.”
The eclectic fair, with free ad-

One World, loads of potential
city discovery centre
The One World Show is back
on Monday night, flavouring
up the start of the new week
with a cocktail of plenty at the
MK Discovery Centre at Bradwell Abbey.
Outfield are topping the bill
with pop standards coming
thick and fast.
Also stepping up for the bash,
Marique and her middle eastern dance troupe Rashiqa will
perform traditional, modern
and fusion style belly-dance.
Don Perera, meanwhile, will
show some stunning flamenco work, while Nigerian-born
Ayo will cut loose soul and pop
to rouse you from your seats.
But wait, as a famous comedian used to say, ‘there’s more...’
Duo Whistler’s Accomplice
will deliver raucous medieval
to modern melancholy.
New pop-duo Padarus, Swedish performer Natalie Shen,
and Bollywood dancers will all

mission, will operate between
9am and 7pm on Saturday, and
10.30am and 5pm on Sunday.
Get more information through
www.mk-handmade-and-vintage.co.uk

add fizz to the affair.
“With such a mix, how could
anybody not want to be part of
this free night out for all ages,
races, cultures and genders?”
asks organiser Andy Gilbert.
And of course, there is no good
answer.

> ‘Come and Grow’ invites
Woburn Abbey this weekend.
This Saturday and Sunday
the drop-in session focuses
on pruning roses and wisteria.
Get all the details you need by
visiting www.woburnabbey.
co.uk

PAncAke dAY
The original, world famous
pancake race will be run
again this Tuesday in Olney.
The race was first run in
1445, at a time when pancakes were a popular dish
that received royal favour.
Over the centuries, the
race has lapsed on
more than a few
occasions, but
never for long
enough to be
forgotten.
It even took
place during the unsettled times
of the War of
the Roses!
This year will be
the 65th time the
race has been run by
the women-folk in the town
since the Second World War.
Wednesday’s event will begin in the High Street at
11.55am and, of course, pancakes will be served to the
well-wishers turning out to
support the tradition.
And, if you are going to be
making pancakes at home,
remember they are never
better than with a squirt of
lemon and a light sprinkling
of the sugary stuff!
> Amy Roberts and Ian Bateman - players with the Chris

Barber and Acker Bilk band
among others – will join Olney players Bobby Orr and
Bill Coleman for this month’s
Olney Jazz Club session at
the Carlton House Club.
The music will begin at 8pm
on Tuesday, and tickets are
£10 on the door, or £8 if you
buy in advance from the
ve nue o n 0 1 23 4
71348.
Keep up to
speed with
Jazz Club
developments
via www.
olneyjazzclub.
com
> If you fancy
running off a
few calories, a trip
to Campbell Park on Sunday might be a good idea –a
Parks and Run session will
be leaving the Campbell Park
Pavilion at 10am.
Go on, join the throng.
Admission is free.
> Another Sing for Joy session is happening tonight, in
the lower level of the Chrysalis Theatre, Camphill Community.
The two hours of harmony
start at 7.30pm, pay £4.
For more details, call MK
968161.

Pessimistic Liam is
morose but moreish
round-up

AYO: On Monday’s One World billing

Flippin’ ’eck,
it’s that time!

In need of a laugh? Pop over
to the David Lloyd Centre in
Newlands for an instant fix
tomorrow night.
The Funhouse Comedy Club
event features Steve Royle,
Andy Robinson and Al Lubel.
Ben Murray is your compere
and tickets are a tenner in advance.
Doors open at 7pm, food is
served through to 8pm, and
the giggles get going from
8.30pm.
For more information call
MK 207901.
> It’s pessimism all the way
as surly comedian Liam Williams brings his unique,
sulky brand of stand-up to
That Time of The Month

Comedy Club on Sunday.
An hour spent in the company of this morose 25-yearold Cambridge graduate will
keep punters at The Cannon
in Newport Pagnell thoroughly entertained.
Liam describes his shortcomings through evocative
language with bucket-loads
of negative energy in gigs
that demonstrate how
the melancholy can be
surprisingly enjoyable.
Tickets are £6 in advance from http://
w w w .w e g o t tickets.com/
event/253968
or £7 on the
door.
Arrive in
good time
for the 7pm

start to get a seat.

> Groovy Gecko, the club
night for adults with disabilities, returns this Tuesday,
and the theme this month is
Hollywood...so put on your
glad rags and dress like a
movie star!
A group of dedicated crew
members with disabilities will DJ, MC, host
and also get stuck
into the planning
and promotion of
these events.
Doors open at
6.30pm for
your four
hours of fun.
mOrOSe:
Liam Williams
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Theatre

Bruce in a jam
at The Stables
ThE sTabLEs
Embrace Eastern European
culture this evening at The
Stables as the four fabulous
musicians collectively known
as The Budapest Cafe Orchestra showcase their powerful
folk-based music.
Violins, guitar, accordion,
double bass, sax and balalaika
– the richness and dynamism
of Balkan music will be expertly played in all its untamable
glory.
Rolling Stone Keith Richards once described Alvin
Stardust as the godfather of
British rock ‘n’ roll and Alvin
is presenting his inimitable
stage act tomorrow.
Put simply, if you love your
rock, you will love Alvin live.
How deep is your love for the
Bee Gees and the tunes that
filled dance floors from the
60s to the 90s?
If you feel you should be dancing (see what we did there) and
are ready for the full Bee Gees
experience (costumes and all),
Nights on Broadway present
a tribute to the harmonising
Gibb brothers on Saturday.
Only a few tickets remain for
David Baddiel – Fame: Not

Society is
obsessed with
fame...David will
talk about what
it’s really like
the Musical on Sunday.
Society is obsessed with fame
but only David is brave enough
to talk honestly about what it
is really like.
His meditation on a life lived
in – and out – of the
spotlight will have
you laughing and
reconsidering
the lives lived
by all celebrities, from the A
list to the Zzzz
list.
Kinks legend
Ray Davies is unsurprisingly sold
out on Monday but
high-energy blues
rock band Virgil and the
Accelerators
will give
those
e a r drums

something to get excited about
on Tuesday.
Famed for their jaw-dropping
live set, don’t miss the chance
to see this feisty young band.
The Jam were the sound of
British youth punk in the late
1970s and Wednesday brings
a rare opportunity to hear
some of their top songs in a
stripped-down setting.
From The Jam features
former Jam bassist Bruce Foxton alongside singer and guitarist Russell Hastings.
The duo will perform a selection of tunes from Bruce’s
back catalogue, as well as
songs from his new album,
Back In The Room.
Avid fans will also get to
wield the microphone
for a question and answer session.
Call to book on MK
280800.

THE BUDAPEST CAFE ORCHESTRA: Tender Russian folk melodies, rollicking dances from Romania and
Moldavia, bitter-sweet laments, and lots more besides...

‘Rockin’ all week with you’
happy days

DAVID BADDIEL
Fame: Not the Musical

Sounds like a good movie!
OU FILM sOCIETy
T h e O p e n F i l m S o c i ety
presents the English inspired
Berberian Sound Studio this
Wednesday.
‘Foley is the addition of everyday sound effects to a film, after shooting is complete.
Giallo is the generic name
for an Italian slasher movie.
When a British foley artist
working on a 70s giallo film
finds that the boundary between life and work is getting
blurred, the result will have
you on the edge of your seat,’
promises the brochure.
Berberian Sound Studio is
directed by Peter Strickland
with a performance at the OU
Lecture Theatre at 6.30pm.
For more details visit www.
openfilmsociety.co.uk

With the perpetually grey
weather dragging us down,
we thought you needed
something to say ‘Goodbye Grey Skies, Hello Blue’,
to and MK Theatre has
booked just the thing – a
wonderful newbie stageproduction with plenty of
brightness to entertain you
this summer.
Happy Days, the musical

will enjoy a week-long stay
here between June 16 and
21.
The cast is a goodie too –
with former Eurovision
winner Cheryl Baker starring alongside Sugababe
Heidi Range and Emmerdale’s Ben Freeman, in the
role of the boy all the girls
wanted and the boys all
wanted to be, The Fonz.
Those of us, of a certain
age, will remember the
wonderful show, starring

Henry Winkler...but what
about those who will be
fresh to the work?
“I took my daughter to it a
few weeks ago,” one industry insider told us.
“She had never heard of
Happy Days, but loved that
bubblegum innocence of
America in the 50s...”
That’s all you need to know.
Tickets are on sale now.
To get your mitts on them,
call the box office on 0844
871 7652.
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