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the eighties smashes like Let’s 
Dance and China Girl.
Ed Blaney is Bowie, you can be 
his adoring audience.
Pete Long and his Goodmen 
take over on Sunday evening, 
with their debut recreation 
of Benny Goodman’s famous 
1939 Carnegie Hall show.
Yep, the 1939 show – they’ve 
spent more than a decade per-
forming the 1938 show from 
New York’s famous venue, 
but this is their debut recrea-
tion of the following 
year’s show.
Madness main 
man Suggs will 
be at the venue 
on Mond ay, 
but if you are 
ticketless at 
this point, 
you’ll not be 
seeing him 
– the box 
office was 
e m p t i e d 
of tickets  a 
good wihle 
back.
Coco Mon-
toya – guitar-
ist with the 
Bluesbreak-
ers – is with 
you on Tuesday 
evening.
You like blistering 
blues that are second 
to none? 
Stop right here and 
get your fill.

Last up this week is the mul-
ti-talented pianist, singer, 
songwriter and film nerd Joe 
Stilgoe with his show Songs 
on Film.
Joe – on the cover of today’s 
issue of GO! –will be paying 
tribute to 100 years of Hol-
lywood Cinema through the 
music that aided and abetted 
its legend.
Expect to hear some of the 
songs written for, and in-
spired by, some of the greatest 
films of the last century and 
you’ll leave incredibly happy.

It’s also a venue close to Joe’s 
heart, as he told GO!

“I love playing at The 
Stables. This will be 
my fourth time there 
as a performer,” he re-

called.
“ T h e  f i r s t  wa s 
playing for John 
Dankworth and 

Cleo Laine’s Radio2 
programme Live 
from The Stables 
which was a very 

special moment for 
me, eight years ago, 
as Cleo had asked 
me personally to 
come on.
“The Stables is the 
best concert hall 

around, and I love 
the welcome I get there,” 

he added, “I look forward to 
seeing some familiar faces 
after the show.”
Call and book on MK 280800

The Stables week starts off not 
with music, but with comedy 
this evening, when Shappi 
Khorsandi (below) takes the 
microphone and entertains 
with a wit that has been tried, 
tested and sharpened on 
shows including Live At The 
Apollo and Have I Got News 
For You.
With a dizzy delivery and lots 
of charm, she can push the 
rude side with ease.
If you don’t like rude language 
and adult material, both pret-
ty damn likely to feature in the 
show, stay in with Eastenders 
instead...
Clare Teal is a Stables regular, 
and the Queen of Swing is back 
there tomorrow evening (Fri) 
with a celebration of the mu-
sic of her heroines – Peggy Lee, 
Judy Garland and Doris Day.
Clare will let her superb vo-
cals loose over some classics, 
some relevant originals and a 
few modern-day covers.
When not singing them, Ra-
dio 2 presenter Clare is play-
ing them, and she is a fountain 
of knowledge of these ladies 
– and will tell some of the out-
rageous anecdotes about Lee, 
Garland and Co, whose lives 
were most extraordinary.
Ultimate Bowie do the Ziggy 
thing on Saturday night, and 
a whole lot besides, actually 
– from the early year hits of 
the chameleon performer to 

Joe Stilgoe: ‘The Stables is the 
best concert hall around...’

THE STABLES

Theatre

from the stylish elegance of 
the 1940s – a time when bal-
let was soaring in popularity 
in the UK and dancers were 
revered as icons – to a techni-
colour dreamworld where the 
magical mayhem of a mis-
chievous sprite named Puck 
weaves a tangled web of love.
Northern Ballet dancer Sean 
Bates dances as Puck in one 
cast and the 22-year-old from 
Giffard Park is looking for-
ward to performing in his 
home town.
He said: “We visit Milton Key-
nes Theatre every year on the 
tour.
“It’s a great theatre and of 
course it’s great to come home 
and perform and have family 
and friends come to watch.
 “Audiences in Milton Keynes 
are in for a treat for sure with 
our production of A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream.
“Our take on it follows a tour-
ing ballet company and it is 
so interesting to see how well 
Shakespeare’s story works in 
this context.
“You can really see how all 
the characters’ relationships 
and interactions within the 
fictional ballet company relate 

Northern Ballet makes a very 
welcome return to Milton 
Keynes Theatre with a witty 
take on Shakespeare’s A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream from 
Tuesday.

Swapping Athenians in classi-
cal Greece for a touring ballet 
company in post-war Britain, 
artistic director David Nixon’s 
imaginative production is sure 
to enchant balletomanes and 
newcomers alike.
The romantic antics of the 
dancers in a fictional 1940s 
dance troupe are played out 
on one magical night while the 
company travels by sleeper 
train from London to Edin-
burgh.
After a rehearsal for a per-
formance of Romeo and Juliet, 
artistic temperaments clash 
with romantic entanglements 
– the director wants his prin-
cipal dancer (and wife-to-be) 
to retire and all the dancers 
have personal requests to 
dance with their respective 
other halves.
Tensions continue between 
the group onboard the train 
and, as the company retire 
to bed for the night, the train 
enters a tunnel and the dream 
begins...
Audiences will be transported 

‘It’s great to 
come home and 
perform...’
– Sean Bates

by georgina butler
georgina.butler@jpress.co.uk
@mk_citizen

NORTHERN BALLET
to Shakespeare’s original text.”
Northern Ballet’s A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream opens at 
Milton Keynes Theatre on 
Tuesday and continues until 
Saturday.  
Northern Ballet prides itself 
on creating full-length ballets 
which appeal to as wide an 
audience as possible, broaden-
ing people’s expectations and 
experience of dance.
This includes youngsters, who 
will be catered for with a short 
children’s ballet based on The 
Three Little Pigs on Friday 
(May 23).
Following the success of last 
year’s Ugly Duckling – the 
television adaptation of the 
touring show won a children’s 
BAFTA in November last year 
– ‘Three Little Pigs’ will delight 
little ones.
The colourful production sees 
the trio of piglets each build a 
house – one made of straw, one 
made of wood and one made 
of bricks.
But then along comes a very 
hungry wolf who wants to be 
invited in for dinner.
Will our pirouetting porkers 
prove clever enough to outwit 
this big bad wolf?
The child-friendly perform-
ances each last 35 minutes 
(with shows at 11.30am and 
1.30pm) and tickets are just £5.

Call Milton Keynes Theatre 
Box Office on 0844 871 7652 
or visit www.atgtickets.
com/miltonkeynes to book 
(booking fee applies).

Our Country’s Good continues
tion from most of his fellow 
officers, he has more than his 
fair share of woes...
But actually, things turn out 

just fine, and lives are changed 
for the better.
“It celebrates the redemptive 
power of the theatre and the 
arts,” say those behind the 
work.
“It will make you laugh, cry 
and send shivers down your 
spine...”
Performances of the work 
by Timberlake Wertenbaker  
will continue nightly through 
to Saturday,  with  the curtain 
rising at 7.30pm.
An additional matinee will air 
on Saturday from 2.30pm.
Tickets are£12 and £10.

Call the box office on MK 
324466 to make a booking, 
or visit the website: www.
stantonburytheatre.co.uk 

We told you about it last week, 
but the collaborative produc-
tion of Our Country’s Good, by 
Pepper’s Ghost and The Play’s 
The Thing Companies, is cur-
rently showing at Stanton-
bury Theatre.
It tells the true story of the 
first penal colony in Austral-
ia and a young, ambitious 
lieutenant, Ralph Clark, who 
agrees to direct a play with the 
convicts in the main roles as a 
means of getting noticed, and 
maybe a promotion.
With just two copies of the 
script, a cast of prisoners, a 
leading lady under sentence 
of hanging and fierce opposi-
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This ballet piggy 
went to MKT...

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM: Another slice of 
the fabulous courtesy of Northern Ballet


