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stage on Saturday night, with 
MaKuini (below) working 
hard to bring her heart, soul 
and funk to the poignant story 
of Etta’s life.
MaKuini (pronounced Ma 
Queenie, just in case you 
bump into her) has quite the 
pedigree herself – having 
staged shared with Yul Bryn-
ner in The King And I, and per-
formed in the Royal Variety 
Show before Her Maj.  
Just last year she had the 
honour of opening the 2013  
Rugby League’s World Cup, 
which was televised around 
the world.
Etta influenced everyone from 
the Stones to Janis Joplin, Ste-
vie Wonder and Diana Ross.

Now let New Zea-
land’s Queen of 

rhythm n blues 

perform the way Etta would 
want – with heart and soul.
Last up this week, Sunday’s 
Rock Experience Concert, 
showcasing artists who took 
part in this year’s 2014 Rock 
Experience Course.
For ticket bookings callMK 
280800 or tappety-tap to 
www.stables.org

> If you’ve not already been 
showered in the delight of 
Singin’ In The Rain at MK 
Theatre, we suggest you 
get a move on –  the splash- 
tastic delivery winds up its 
two week stay here on Satur-
day. Maxwell Caulfield and 
Vicky Binns are delightful as 
studio boss RF Simpson and 
starlet Lina Lamont.
Don’t be a drip, book now on 
0844 871 7652.

Fans of Celtic dance who want 
to move with the times and the 
flow, will be wise to take a tick-
et for this evening’s Stables 
show-out by Peatbog Faeries.
What they do is “draw on a 
dazzling myriad of influenc-
es from traditional jigs and 
reels through jazz, hip hop, 
reggae and more...they take 
traditional Scottish music 
and bring it fresh faced and 
breathless, into the 21st cen-
tury.”
The inventive sorts will be live 
after 8pm.
Tomorrow night  Joanne 
Shaw Taylor will rule the 
roost with her grip of the 
blues.
Eurythmics ace Dave Stew-
art ‘discovered’ her when 
she was a 16-year-old 
with brilliant ability and a  
hunger to get on in the  
industry.
Her hard work has paid off 
too – for two consecutive 
years she was voted the 
Best British Female 
Vocalist at the Brit-
ish Blues Awards.
J o a n n e  i s  c u r -
rently working 
on her fourth 
opus, which is 
due next year.
At Last: The 
Etta James 
Story is on 

Makuini brings Etta’s 
story to Stables stage
THE STABLES
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MUSICAL MATRIMONY: Jacqui Dankworth and Charlie Wood are proud to be wrapping up this year’s Music 
in the Garden event

ing Till You Hear From Me, for 
instance.
“We also sing some solo tunes 
of theirs like In A Sentimen-
tal Mood, Lush Life and In My 
Solitude.”
Jacqui promises a wonderful 
set for those in attendence: 
“It’s a sweet programme full 
of timeless gems written by 

two genius composers.”
The hour-long session will  
be all the more special, as it 
was Jacqui’s father, the leg-
endary composer and musi-
cian Sir John Dankworth, who  
started the Music In The  
Garden events.
As a show, Sunday’s date  is all 
the more special, given that it’s 
an event  her father founded 

The 2014 Music In The Garden 
season draws to a close this 
weekend, when Dame Cleo 
Laine invites you to engage 
with musical finery in her idyl-
lic garden one more time.
Cleo’s daughter Jacqui Dank-
worth and Jacqui’s husband 
Charlie Wood are tasked with 
wrapping up the event on  
Sunday at 5pm, and have a  
terrific programme ready for 
you, In A Sentimental Mood.
“We were asked by The Gates-
head International Festival 
to do a performance of Duke  
Ellington’s music as a duo,” 
Jacqui told GO!
“We both sing the music of 
Duke Ellington and Billy 
Strayhorn harmonising to-
gether on some of the classic 
tunes like Don’t Get Around 
Much Anymore and Do Noth-

‘A sweet programme
of timeless gems’

‘This gig is 
particularly 

poignant’

by sammy jones

MUSIC IN THE GARDEN and built up.
“Yes,” Jacqui concurs, “His 
memory is still very much 
alive.
“How he and mum found time 
to do all the things they have 
done, I will never know.
“Every gig is special in its 
own way, but this one is  
particularly poignant.
“It has been a very success-
ful festival this year and the 
weather has been sumptuous.
“I feel very proud to be wrap-
ping up the festival and we 
hope for lovely weather too.”
Tickets for Eddi Reader’s per-
formance on Saturday lunch-
time are almost sold out at 
the time of writing, but you 
can still book for Jacqui’s 
set and Fracture Theatre, 
which presents Cafe Ruse 
from 2.30pm on Sunday: 
“a grisly tale of  lies, deceit, 
guns, crime, tea, cake and  
unplanned murders” appar-
ently.
Does Dame Cleo know what 
she is letting herself in for?
Book on MK 280800.

Here’s looking at you, Rare
2.30pm.
Tickets are £12 and £14,
Get them online at www.stan-
tonuburytheatre.co.uk or dial 
MK 324466.

Expect to be entertained 
when the city’s Rock Choir 
performs at Stantonbury  
Theatre on Tuesday.
‘Rock Choir – The Choir That 
Rocks’ is a special, one-off per-
formance which will encom-
pass a mixture of pop, gospel, 
motown and chart songs. 
The audience are sure to find 
themselves singing along as 
enthusiastic and talented 
Rock Choir members belt out 
classic hits including Proud, 

Something Inside So Strong 
and Stevie Wonder’s Signed 
Sealed Delivered. 
T h e r e  w i l l  b e  n e w e r  
favourites too, including tunes 
from Adele, Bruno Mars and 
Olly Murs.
Milton Keynes Rock Choir is 
led by Cambridge University 
music graduate Lottie Green-
how – one of 55 Rock Choir 
leaders nationwide. She will 
direct members as they sing 
their hearts out onstage.  
The performance starts at 
8pm and tickets are £12. 
Call Stantonbury Theatre Box 
Office on MK 324 466 or visit 
www.stantonburytheatre.
co.uk to book.     
The Rock Choir approach  
emphasises fun, friendship 
and community spirit and 
welcomes all teenagers and 
adults who want to sing. 
There is no audition and you 
don’t need to be able to read 
music. 
Your very first session is free 
too, so go for it –  turn up and 
experience Rock Choir for 
yourself. 
Milton Keynes Rock Choir 
rehearse at the MK Chris-
tian Centre every Thursday 
evening during term time at 
7.15pm.
Visit www.rockchoir.com for 
more information. 

Rare productions begin a 
three-day run at Stantonbury 
Theatre this evening, with 
the children’s classic Bugsy 
Malone, below.
Splurge guns and rival gang-
sters, an all-round nice guy 
called Bugsy who has designs 
on singer Blousey Brown, and 
a seductive songstress called 
Tallulah who also has designs 
on Bugsy...it’ll be a messy  
production,  in the best  
possible sense!
The curtain rises at 7.30pm 
nightly through to Saturday, 
with a matinee on Saturday at 

 STANTONBURY THEATRE


